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Interest arbitration bill requires urgent action!
Some Legislators blame staff for violence in our prisons

Report from Olympia

Some Legislators in Olympia would blame 
line staff for the violent incidents in our 
State’s prisons to avoid giving correctional 

staff the tools they need to ensure their safety.

EHB 2011 would allow the Union to seek the 
input of a neutral arbitrator if the Department 
and the Union could not agree in negotiations 
on matters that affect staff safety.  Some 
elected officials are saying that there isn’t a 
staff safety problem because front line staff 
at the Washington State Reformatory were “at 
fault” for Officer Jayme Biendl’s murder.

In an email sent to all Representatives in the 
Legislature, Local 117’s Secretary-Treasurer, Tracey 
A. Thompson, responds to this point of view:

 “I cannot convey the depth of my outrage that 
any elected official would blame line staff for 
the murder of one of their own by a violent 
offender.   It is bad enough that the Department 
has attempted to make scapegoats out of its 
officers, but for our elected officials to do so is 
unconscionable.”

LEGISLATORS NEED TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Ignorance on the part of a handful of legislators 
is not the only roadblock that is preventing the 
passage of EHB 2011.

Indeed, many Legislators are saying that they 
are not planning to vote for the bill because 
they are not hearing from their constituents. 

We need you to contact your representatives 
immediately and to tell them to pass safety-
related interest arbitration for correctional 
employees - EHB 2011!  Call the Legislative 
Hotline in Olympia at 1-800-562-6000 now 
before it’s too late! 

Teamsters at MCC fighting for staff safety.

CALL NOW!
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Amended uniform bill squeaks out of committee 
Fiscal committee legislators alter HB 2346 to eliminate economic impact

A bill that would exempt officers 
from wearing uniforms made by 
inmates - HB 2346 - survived fiscal 

committee review, but not without significant 
modifications intended to eliminate the bill’s 
economic impact.
Legislators on the General Government 
Appropriations & Oversight Committee tacked 
on three amendments after the bill’s hearing 
last week, leaving a watered-down version of 
the original. 
In its amended form, HB 2346 would now 
require 1) that officers’ uniforms be made in 
the USA;  2) that the DOC undergo an RFP 
process with the contract going to the lowest 
bidder; and 3) that a quality control program 
be implemented at CI for one year before the 

RFP process could go into effect.
The last amendment is particularly troubling 
given that it fully neglects the impact that 
inmate-made uniforms have on staff safety 
and staff morale. 
PASS THE BILL IN ITS ORIGINAL FORM!
Despite significant flaws with the amended 
bill, its passage from committee is in itself 
victory.  Thank you to everyone who lobbied, 
testified, called, and emailed legislators over 
the past month to voice their support.
We can still succeed in striking one if not all 
three of the bill’s amendments, but legislators 
need to hear from you!  Call the Legislative 
Hotline in Olympia at 1-800-562-6000 and 
tell your representatives to pass the bill in its 
original form!  

Violent attacks on 
correctional employees 

continue to be a terrible 
problem in our State’s prison 
system.  Just last weekend, 
four officers at the Washington 
State Penitentiary in Walla Walla 
suffered injuries after being 
assaulted by inmates. 

Despite the exceedingly 
dangerous conditions for the 
brave men and women who 
work behind prison walls, some 
legislators in Olympia are still 
refusing to pass safety-related 
interest arbitration legislation 
(EHB 2011) that would help 
make prisons safer for staff.    

TAKE ACTION NOW!  Call the 
legislative hotline in Olympia 
at 1-800-562-6000 immediately 
and urge your representatives to 
pass ESB 2011 – safety-related 
interest arbitration legislation 
for correctional workers.  The 
bill may die this week if your 
representatives do not hear 
from you!

CALL THE LEGISLATIVE 
HOTLINE IN OLYMPIA 

1-800-562-6000

PASS INTEREST 
ARBITRATION - ESB 2011 


