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TAXIS LEAD AIRPORT MARCH 

Taxi drivers line up their cabs at the start of a march to demand better working conditions at Sea-Tac Airport. 

It was an impressive sight - taxis lined 
up on Seatac’s International Boulevard 
with signs in their windshields reading, 

“Make every airport job a good job.”  

Massed behind them, hundreds of airport 
workers were holding banners and 
balloons and waving flags. 

TAXI DRIVERS:  A POWERFUL FORCE
On Saturday, April 28, taxi drivers 
joined skycaps, janitors, concession 
workers, wheelchair pushers, baggage 
handlers, fuelers, bus drivers, community 
and immigrant rights and political 
organizations as well as staff and members 
of Teamsters Local 117 for a march and 
rally to demand fair pay, fair treatment, 
respect, and a voice at work.

By far the largest group of workers on 
hand was the taxis.  

Over a hundred and fifty drivers participated 
in the event to protest the arcane 
regulations that funnel thousands of dollars 
a month out of the drivers’ pockets and 
into the hands of the wealthiest 1 percent.

THE PORT NEEDS TO DO MORE
“The Port of Seattle is not doing enough to 
enforce its own rules and policies and to 
ensure that taxi drivers and other workers 
at our airport are treated with dignity 
and respect,” said Tracey A. Thompson, 
Secretary-Treasurer of Teamsters Local 117.

The Teamsters have been using their 
political power to support and organize 
the taxi drivers. 

Taxis lead march of 900 Sea-Tac Airport workers

Teamsters Local 117: 14675 Interurban Ave. S, Suite 307  l Tukwila, WA 98168 (206) 441-4860  l www.teamsters117.org

In April, Secretary-Treasurer Thompson 
made calls to Port officials to help win 
the reversal of a new limo policy that had 
taken a sizeable chunk out of the drivers’ 
business.  

The Teamsters have also been working 
to form a new Taxi association - the 
Western Washington Taxi Cab Operators 
Association (WWTCO). 

The WWTCO’s goal with the Teamsters 
is to combat the rigged system of rules, 
regulations and policies that choke the 
drivers’ ability to make ends meet and 
provide for their families. 

At the April 28 rally, Yellow Taxi driver 
Gurminder Kahlon spoke about the need 
for drivers to stand together and speak 
with one voice:

“We need to come together so we are a 
strong and unified voice that can take on 
the authorities who regulate us. Working 
with Local 117 we know we can make this 

“Taxi drivers need to come 

together so we are a strong 

and unified voice that can 

take on the authorities who 

regulate us. Working with 

Local 117, we know we can 

make this a reality.” 

 - GURMINDER KAHLON 
YELLOW TAXI 
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With the help of the Teamsters 
Union, Puget Sound taxi drivers 

are taking their concerns to the top.

On May 24, taxi drivers will be gathering 
at the Teamsters Building in Tukwila for a 
political forum with some our area’s most 
influential public officials and elected 
leaders.

The purpose of the forum is to discuss 
the challenges drivers face on a day-to-
day basis.

Taxi drivers will have 
an opportunity to 
speak directly with 
policy makers about 
the tangle of red 
tape that plagues the 
industry and makes 
it difficult for drivers 
to make ends meet 
and provide for their 
families. 

Teamsters 117’s 
Political Action 
team has been busy 
organizing the forum 
and inviting elected 

leaders and public officials to attend.   

The event will take place at 6 PM at the 
Teamsters Building in Tukwila - 14675 
Interurban Ave. S.  Tukwila, WA 98168.

All Puget Sound taxi drivers are 
encouraged to attend.  

If you have questions, contact Thom 
McKibbin at 202-439-7125 or at 
tmckibbin@teamster.org.  You can also 
contact Teamsters 117 at 206-441-4860.

TAXI FORUM PLANNED FOR MAY 24
Teamsters organize political forum for Puget Sound taxi drivers 

Gurminder Kahlon of Yellow Taxi speaks at the rally on April 28.

Taxi drivers gather at Angle Lake Park after the march and rally for good jobs at Sea-Tac Airport on April 28.

a reality,” he said. 

A NEW MOVEMENT OF WORKERS
The April 28 event represents the kickoff 
of a new movement of united Sea-Tac 
Airport workers.  Workers are standing 
together to demand:

•	 Respect and a voice at work
•	 Economic justice
•	 A safe working environment
•	 The right to join a union
Workers say they will continue to fight for 
these basic rights until their demands are 
met.

TAXI DRIVERS’ FORUM - MAY 24
The next airport workers’ event is 
scheduled for May 24, when taxi drivers 
and their supporters will gather at the 
Teamsters Building in Tukwila for a 
forum with elected officials and other 
community stakeholders.

The forum, organized by Teamsters Local 
117, will be an opportunity for the drivers 
to speak directly with elected officials 
about the broken system of outdated rules 
and policies that limit the drivers’ ability to 
make ends meet and earn a decent living 
for their families.


